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20th Century British Detective Fiction 
General Reading List 

 
 
This list is by no means exhaustive, but neither is it intended to be prescriptive – you are not expected to 
read all (or indeed any) of these books. It is firstly for your information. You may wish to use some of 
these works as general resources, but it is more likely that you'll be using the reading lists given out each 
week on specific authors, in conjunction with the occasional critical essay we'll be using in seminars. 
 
The list is secondly intended to give you an idea of the variety of critical work that has been produced this 
century, from the traditional hunt-for-source type scholarship through feminist readings and more. If you're 
particularly interested in one aspect of detective fiction, I hope that this list will give you a starting point 
for finding more material after you leave Oxford. 
 
In addition to paper resources, there are now many websites that focus on crime, detective and mystery 
fiction. These aren't always suitable for research purposes – the material isn't often set out in a format 
amenable to the degree of scholarly precision adopted by the books below. But they are quite exhaustive, 
and some of them are even fun! As most sites are hyperlinked to each other, I'll mention just the one – 'A 
Guide to Classic Mystery and Detection' (http://members.aol.com/MG4273/classics.htm) – which should 
be the first port of call for any academic cybersleuth. 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES, INDEXES and REVIEWS 
 
The British Council, The art of murder: stories of crime and detection : a select bibliography (London: 
British Council, 1992) 
 
Breen, Jon, L., What About Murder?: 1981 – 1991: a guide to books about mystery and detective fiction 
(London: Scarecrow, 1993) 
 
Oleksiw, Susan, A reader's guide to the classic British mystery (Boston: G.K. Hall, 1988) 
  
Read, Herbert Edward, Sir, Pursuits & verdicts [contemporary reviews] (Edinburgh: Tragara Press, 1983)  
 
Steinbrunner, Chris, & Penzler, Otto, Encyclopedia of mystery and detection (New York: McGraw-Hill, 
1976) 
 
 
CRITICISM 
 
Auden, Wystan Hugh, 'The Guilty Vicarage', in The Dyer's Hand (London: Faber & Faber, 1963) 
 
Bailey, Frankie Y., Out of the woodpile : black characters in crime and detective fiction (Contributions to 
the study of popular culture, 0198-9871, no.27; New York,  London: Greenwood, 1991) 
  
Bell, Ian A. , & Daldry, Graham, eds., Watching the detectives : essays on crime fiction (London: 
Macmillan, 1990)                                             
 
Benstock, Bernard,  Essays on detective fiction (London: Macmillan, 1983)    
 
Binyon, Timothy John, 'Murder will out' : The detective in fiction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990)           
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Bloch, E., 'A philosophical view of the detective novel' in The Utopian Function of Art and Literature 
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1988) 
 
Bloom, Clive, Nineteenth-century suspense : from Poe to Conan Doyle (New York: St. Martin's Press, 
1988)          
 
Borges, Jorge Luis, 'The Labyrinths of the Detective Story and Chesterton', and 'The Detective Story', in 
The Total Library: Non-Fiction 1922 - 1986 (London: Allen Lane, 2000) 
 
Breen, Jon L., Novel Verdicts: a guide to courtroom fiction (Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow, 1984) 
 
Butler, William Vivian, The durable desperadoes (London: Macmillan, 1973)              
 
Cawelti, J., Adventure, Mystery and Romance (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1976) 
 
Cooper-Clark, Diana, Designs of darkness : interviews with detective novelists (Bowling Green, Ohio: 
Bowling Green State University Popular Press, 1983)     
 
Craig, Patricia,  Cadogan, Mary, The lady investigates : women detectives and spies in fiction (London:  V. 
Gollancz,1981)            
 
Deleuze, Gilles, 'The Philosophy of Crime Novels', in Desert Islands and Other Texts 1953 - 1974 (Los 
Angeles and New York: Semiotext(e), 2004) 
 
Dilley, Kimberly J., Busybodies, meddlers, and snoops : the female hero in contemporary women's 
mysteries (Westport, Conn.; London: Greenwood Press, 1998)                                   
 
Dove, George N.,  Suspense in the formula story (Bowling Green, Ohio: Bowling Green State University 
Popular Press, 1989)                  
 
Haining, Peter, Mystery! The art of mystery & detective stories : the best illustrations from over a century 
of crime fiction (London: Treasure, 1977)     
 
Haycraft, Howard, Murder for Pleasure: the life and times of the detective story (New York: Carroll & 
Graf, 1984) 
 
Henderson, Lesley, Twentieth-century crime and mystery writers (Chicago; London: St. James, 1991)          
 
Herman, Linda, & Stiel, Beth, Corpus delicti of mystery fiction: a guide to the body of the case (Metuchen, 
N.J:  Scarecrow Press,  1974)               
 
Hill, Reginald, &  Keating, H. R. F. [BBC Further Education Advisory Council], Crime writers : 
reflections on crime fiction (London: British Broadcasting Corporation, 1978)    
 
Kayman, Martin A., From Bow Street to Baker Street : mystery, detection, and narrative (Basingstoke: 
Macmillan, 1992)    
 
Keating, H. R. F. (Henry Reymond Fitzwalter), Murder must appetize (New York, London: Mysterious 
Press; Lemon Tree Press, 1981)                   
 
Keating, H. R. F. (Henry Reymond Fitzwalter), Whodunit? : a guide to crime, suspense, and spy fiction 
(London: Windward, 1982)   
 
 Kelly, R. Gordon.,  Mystery fiction and modern life (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1998)             
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Klaus, H. Gustav, and Stephen Thomas Knight, The art of murder : new essays on detective fiction 
(Tübingen : Stauffenburg, 1998)      
 
Knight, Stephen, Form and ideology in crime fiction (London:  Macmillan Press, 1980)         
                                                       
Lehman, David, The perfect murder : a study in detection (New York, London: Free Press; Collier 
Macmillan, 1989)               
 
Mann, Jessica, Deadlier than the male : an investigation into feminine crime writing (London: David & 
Charles, 1981)               
 
 Melling, John Kennedy, Murder done to death : parody and pastiche in detective fiction (Lanham, Md; 
London: Scarecrow Press, 1996)             
 
Morris, Virginia B, Double jeopardy : women who kill in Victorian fiction (Lexington: University Press of 
Kentucky, 1990) 
 
Munt, Sally, Murder by the book? : feminism and the crime novel (London: Routledge, 1994)           
 
Murch, Elizabeth Alma, The Development of the Detective Novel (London: Peter Owen, 1958) 
 
Ousby, Ian, Bloodhounds of heaven : the detective in English fiction from Godwin to Doyle (Cambridge, 
Mass: Harvard University Press, 1976)                 
 
Palmer, Jerry, Thrillers : genesis and structure of a popular genre (London: E. Arnold, 1978)          
 
Paul, Robert S., Whatever happened to Sherlock Holmes? : detective fiction, popular theology, and society 
(Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1991)             
  
Peterson, Audrey, Victorian masters of mystery : from Wilkie Collins to Conan Doyle (New York: F. 
Ungar Pub. Co, 1984)       
 
Porter, Dennis, The Pursuit of Crime: Art and Ideology in Detective Fiction (New Haven & London: Yale 
U.P., 1981) 
 
Priestman, Martin, Detective fiction and literature : the figure on the carpet (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 
1990)            
 
Priestman, Martin, Crime Fiction from Poe to the Present (Plymouth: Northcote House, 1998) 
 
Pykett, Lyn, Wilkie Collins (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1998)                
 
Reilly, John M. (John Marsden), Twentieth-century crime and mystery writers (London:  St James Press, 
1985)         
 
Rodell, Marie, F., Mystery Fiction: Theory and Technique (London: Hammond, Hammond & co., 1954) 
 
Routley, Erik, The puritan pleasures of the detective story : a personal monograph. (London: Gollancz, 
1972)         
 
Rowland, Susan, From Agatha Christie to Ruth Rendell  
 
Slide, Anthony, Gay and lesbian characters and themes in mystery novels : a critical guide to over 500 
works in English (Jefferson, N.C; London: McFarland, 1993)           
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Symons, Julian, Critical occasions (London: H. Hamilton, 1966)          
 
Thomas, Ronald R., Detective Fiction and the Rise of Forensic Science (Cambridge: CUP, 1999) 
 
Thompson, Jon, Fiction, crime, and empire : clues to modernity and postmodernism (Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1993)             
  
Thoms, Peter, Detection & its designs : narrative & power in 19th-century detective fiction (Athens, Ga.: 
Ohio University Press, 1998)      
 
Watson, Colin, Snobbery with violence : crime stories and their audience. (London: :Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, 1971)       
 
 Winks, Robin W. (Robin William), Colloquium on crime : eleven renowned mystery writers discuss their 
work (New York: Scribner, 1986)      
  
Winn, Dilys, Murder ink : the mystery reader's companion (Newton Abbot (Brunel House, Newton Abbot, 
Devon TQ12 2DW) :Westbridge Books, 1978)     
 
Wilson, Edmund, 'Why Do People Read Detective Stories?' in Classics and Commercials: A Literary 
Chronicle of the Forties (New York: Farrar, Straus & co., 1950) 
 
Winston, Robert P., The Public Eye: ideology and the police procedural (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1992) 
 
 
POSTMODERNISM 
Barth, John, 'The Literature of Exhaustion', in The Friday Book: Essays and other Nonfiction (New York: 
Putnam's, 1984), 62-76 
 
De Lauretis, Teresa, 'Gaudy Rose: Eco and Narcissism', SubStance 47, 13-29 (1985) [on Sayers and Eco] 
 
Holquist, Michael, "Whodunit and Other Questions: Metaphysical Detective Stories in Post-War Fiction", 
New Literary History 3, 1: 135-56 (1971) 
 
Spanos, William, 'The Detective and the Boundary: Some Notes on the Postmodern Literary Imagination', 
boundary 2 1, 1: 146-68 (1972) ['anti-detective' fiction] 
 
Tani, Stefano, The Doomed Detective: The Contribution of the Detective Novel to Postmodern American 
and Italian Fiction (Carbondale and Edwardsville: Southern Illinois UP, 1984)  ['anti-detective' fiction] 
 
 
CRIME IN FICTION 
 
Barnes, Melvyn P.,  Murder in print : a guide to two centuries of crime fiction (London: Barn Owl Books, 
1986) 
 
Borowitz, Albert, Innocence and arsenic : studies in crime and literature (New York: Harper & Row, 
1977) 
  
Borowitz, Albert, A gallery of sinister perspectives : ten crimes and a scandal (Kent, Ohio: Kent State 
University Press, 1982) 
 
Collins, Philip Arthur William, Dickens and crime (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1994) 
  
De Quincey, Thomas, 1785-1859, On murder as a fine art (London: Philip Allan, 1925) 
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Dibdin, Michael, The Picador book of crime writing (London: Picador, 1993) 
  
Douglas, Rebecca Mary, Victorian communications technologies, crime and literature (University of 
Oxford. Faculty of English Language and Literature. M.Phil. thesis,  1997) 
  
Duncan, Paul,  The third degree : crime writers in conversation (Harpenden: No Exit Press, 1997) 
  
Freeling, Nicolas, Criminal convictions : errant essays on perpetrators of literary license (London: Peter 
Owen, 1994) 
  
Hilfer, Anthony Channell, The crime novel : a deviant genre (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990) 
  
Kalikoff, Beth, Murder and moral decay in Victorian popular literature (Ann Arbor, Mich: UMI Research 
Press, 1986) 
  
Keating, H. R. F. (Henry Reymond Fitzwalter), The bedside companion to crime (London: O'Mara, 1989) 
  
Leps, Marie-Christine, Apprehending the criminal: the product of deviance in a nineteenth-century 
discourse (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1992) 
 
Mandel, Ernest, Delightful murder : a social history of the crime story (London: Pluto Press, 1984) 
  
Rendell, Ruth, Ruth Rendell's anthology of the murderous mind (London: Vintage, 1996) 
  
Symons, Julian, Criminal practices : Symons on crime writing 60's to 90's (London: Macmillan, 1994) 
  
Symons, Julian, (Mortal consequences), Bloody murder : from the detective story to the crime novel: a 
history (London: Faber and Faber, 1972)   [The title of the American publication was Mortal 
Consequences] 
 
Young, Alison, Imagining crime : textual outlaws and criminal conversations (London: Sage, 1996)  


